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Gwen Hutcheson Outstanding Educators
2014: MICKEY BOYD, REGINA HOLLAND,
BECKY DELASS, & CHRIS CANNON

Tammy Ponder

There has never been
a better time to be a social studies
teacher. That's probably a bit of
hyperbole, but regardless, it is a really
special time to be a social studies
teacher. For the first time in recent
history, social studies sits at the main
table, no longer relegated to the
children's table and given maps to
color. But with a seat at the table
comes great responsibility. We must
prove we belong at this table. Not in
the sense that our subject is important.
As social studies teachers, we've
known that. You'll find few who
cannot somewhat haphazardly quote
Cicero in saying that those who do not
learn from history are doomed to
repeat it. More than that, we must
prove that as we ask Science and Math
to pass the bacon (read money), we
are as integral a part of creating a
vibrant and productive work force as
any member of the STEM community.
That, in fact, STEM is nothing
without a population armed with the
ability to think, read and act out the
rights of citizenship.
The first part of developing this
ability lies in tapping into students’
innate curiosity about the world
around them. Students don’t pretend
to know the answers. Instead, students
are born with an insatiable appetite for
the word, “Why.” They don’t relish
their ability to be right, to have all the
answers. No. They are still excited by
the pursuit of the answers. Answers to
questions like, “Was John Brown a
(continued on page 2)

Four talented Social Studies educators were recognized as Gwen
Hutcheson Outstanding Educators at the 2014 GCSS Conference. L to
R are Mickey Boyd, Regina Holland, Becky DeLass, and Chris Cannon,
along with Gwen Hutcheson, for whom the award is named.
The Gwen Hutcheson Outstanding Social Studies Educator Award is
an annual award of the Georgia Council for the Social Studies,
recognizing educators who have made an outstanding contribution to
the teaching of Social Studies. The award is named to honor Gwen
Hutcheson, a stalwart GCSS member and advocate for Social Studies
in Georgia. In 2014, four stellar Georgia educators received this
prestigious award.
Mickey Boyd is no stranger to the GCSS community, having served
on the GCSS board and as president in 2009-10. In Pelham, where Dr.
Boyd teaches, he has been named STAR teacher six
times and received Teacher of the Year Awards for
both Pelham High and Pelham City Schools. Boyd
was nominated by his former student, Brenden Cox,
who stated that “Dr. Boyd was and is the greatest
teacher, at any level, that I have had the pleasure of
knowing.” His colleague, Lynn Bollinger,
(continued on page 3)
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hero or a martyr?” “Is America a land
of opportunity?” “Is selfdetermination essential to
international co-existence?” And
while it is obviously important to
teach the state standards, wouldn’t a
classroom full of questions be much
more exciting than one full of
textbook answers?
Once armed with the questions, we
must give students the tools to find
the answers. In many ways, students
have the simple tools. They have the
hardware necessary to “Google”
anything, but do they have the
complex tools necessary to analyze?
To uncover bias? To assess validity?
To understand context and subtext?
These are the tools we must develop.
We must teach them the skill of the
historian, of the political scientist, of
the economists, and of the
geographer. They must learn to
critically read. Read what? Read
everything - primary documents,
secondary documents, charts, graphs,
political cartoons, maps. All of it must
be read with a critical eye. It must be
analyzed. It must be discussed. All
while keeping in mind the original
question driving the research.
And once students have questioned
and once they have read critically,
they must be armed with the ability to
argue, to prove a point, to make it all
make sense. This can be only be done
by developing good writers. As social
studies teachers, we must go back to
the Common Core literacy skills. We
must focus on the students’ ability to
utilize evidence in their writing. We
must teach students discernment, to
know what pieces of evidence to
include and which to discredit. We
must force them to consider and
address counter claims. Above all
else, we must teach them to do so
with respect and intelligence. We
must teach them that to debate does
not mean to degrade and to argue
does not mean to be argumentative.

These are the tools of the citizen. As stated by Thomas Jefferson, "An
educated citizenry is a vital requisite for our survival as a free people."
Students who are ready to be our nation’s scientists and engineers and
are ready to move our great nation forward, must first be active
members of our great nation. For with the future of these young
scientists will come laws to be passed, ethical decisions to be made, and
policy to be debated. Only a social studies teacher can provide the skills
necessary for this future, as the social studies classroom is the crucible
in which these tools are forged.
So, pull up a chair, social studies teachers. We’ve made it to the big
table!

Kathy Wright Wins
Berryman Award
The Berryman Award is the
highest accolade that GCSS can
present, recognizing dedication and
service to the council. The 2014
Berryman Award winner is Dr. Kathy
Wright, who well deserves this honor.
Wright has long been an active GCSS
and NCSS member, serving as GCSS
President in 2002-2003. She is the
epitome of an engaged social studies
educator, serving as an Economics
America Coordinator in the Georgia
Council on Economics Education for 12 years. She is actively involved
with myriad educational leadership organizations, including ASCD,
GACIS, GLASS, and GAEL, as well as Phi Alpha Theta, the National
Honorary History Society.
In her career, she has worked as an extraordinary social studies
teacher, a social studies supervisor, assistant principal and principal, a
curriculum and instruction superintendent, adjunct professor, school
improvement specialist, Teaching American History Grant Project
Director, and NE Georgia RESA instructor, among many other roles.
GCSS Executive Director, Eddie Bennett, wrote that, “One the best
things I can say about Kathy is that throughout her career she has
supported the social studies profession and most of all, social studies
teachers.”

(Continued from p. 1 - Gwen Hutcheson Winners)
enthusiastically praised Boyd’s teaching, describing evidence of his boundless enthusiasm, relentless challenges to
students to excel, and leadership among fellow staff members as “unbelievable!”
Regina Holland, joins Dr. Boyd as a Gwen Hutcheson Award winner for 2014, and like Dr. Boyd, she is no
stranger to those in GCSS. This Henry County middle school teacher is a familiar presenter at both the state and
national conferences, and has most recently consulted with the Georgia Humanities Council to
develop “Investigating Famous Bloodlines: Following the Paper Trail,” for 8th grade teachers. In
her nomination letter, Council president Jamil Zainaldin describes her passion for teaching as
“infectious,” and recounts many of her accomplishments. An award winning teacher at both the
elementary and middle school levels, Ms. Holland is a leader in her school’s Service Learning
program, conducts an annual Georgia Mock Assembly, and ends each year with a Georgia
Economics Fair in which students create their own businesses and relate them to the Georgia
Performance Standards. She also sponsors student clubs and honor societies and infuses primary
source teaching and learning into her instruction. As one of her colleague put it, “Regina is the
anchor of the eighth grade team. Week to week she worked to make history come alive for our
students through a variety of strategies including simulation and primary sources.” Her fellow
teachers, members of the Histocrats, wholeheartedly endorse her nomination, writing that “Every
middle school needs a History Teacher like Regina Holland.” A parent in Ms. Holland’s class,
Cathy Evans, added that, “Most importantly she truly cares about her students and shows them so daily. Mrs.
Holland is an incredible teacher who always has a smile on her face and a kind word to say.”
“She goes far beyond our curriculum standards to bring the world and rich resources into her
classroom. Her students learn how to be active and engaged citizens, deep thinkers, and adept
readers and writers. She is an outstanding teacher and person,” writes JoAnn Wood, who
nominated Becky DeLass as a 2014 Gwen Hutcheson Award winner. The Cobb County fifth
grade teacher has an impressive body of accomplishments, beginning with her classroom, where
she implements the “We The People” civic education program and her annual mock
Congressional hearing is legendary. She also incorporates the Stock Market Game, simulations
about Ellis Island and the Berlin Airlift, and other creative and inspiring initiatives that bring
history to life. She has developed curriculum materials in Cobb and the state, and presented at
workshops and conferences at those levels. Added her Garrison Mills Elementary principal, Kyle
Giesler, Mrs. DeLass “take[s] her students on a journey that leads toward a better understanding
of our past and what it means for the future.” Her fellow teachers, parents, and students join in the accolades, citing
her skilled use of primary sources to enliven learning and how she builds empathy in her students for those who lived
in the past.
Another Gwen Hutcheson Award winner for 2014, and also a familiar name to those in the
Georgia Social Studies world, is Fayette County’s Chris Cannon. This outstanding McIntosh
High School teacher was nominated by Fayette County’s Social Studies Coordinator, Becky
Ryckeley. She detailed Mr. Cannon’s involvement in many innovative practices, including
advising his schools Mock Trial Team, actively participating and helping to lead the Georgia
Association of Economics Educators, and serving in leadership roles at the state and local
district levels. In the past, Cannon served as a state social studies specialist and introduced
teachers throughout the state to the “snakes and donuts” simulation activity to introduce and
reinforce basic economic concepts. His students participate in many hands-on activities to
understand how the insurance industry works and he integrates technology seamlessly into his
instruction. He goes above and beyond to support his students, including finding translator aides for ELL students
struggling to grasp some of intricacies of economics concepts. He shares his expertise and fosters his own
professional development through active engagement in GCSS, GCEE, and GACIS, and has developed abundant
resources posted online to support good instruction. Mr. Cannon is described by his principal, Lisa Fine, as
“professional, visionary, and esteemed [and] the epitome of an educational leader and social studies educator.” His
previous principal concurred, adding that when a film crew from WSB came in to film a student award winner in
Cannon’s class, the camera man remained because he couldn’t leave without seeing how the lesson ended. Said the
cameraman, “If I had a teacher like that in high school I would be better off today.” GCEE’s Program Manager Mike
Raymer concluded, “Chris exemplifies everything that an outstanding social studies educator should strive to be in a
21st century classroom.”

2014 Outstanding Social Studies Supervisors:

Pam Knauer and Becky Ryckeley
The Outstanding Supervisor Award is given to
social studies leaders who are excellent leaders and
hold supervisory responsibilities for K-12 Social
Studies programs. This year two fine leaders received
the award.

Pam
Knauer is the
Social
Studies/Media
Services
Coordinator
for Houston
County
Schools, and
is a familiar
face to active
GCSS
members.
After repeatedly being awarded Teacher of the
Year at both the elementary and middle school
levels, in 2006 she moved into her current
position with Houston County.
Knauer served as GCSS president in 2012-2013
and was an active board member from 2007 to the
present. She has also contributed to the efforts of
GLASS and the Program Committee of the
Georgia Council on Economic Education.
Stated JoAnn Wood, who nominated her, “Ms.
Knauer exemplifies all that one would seek in any
supervisor, and adds to that list extraordinary
efforts and talents that often go unnoticed.” Her
colleague, Gretna Soltis, concurs, writing that
“she is a living example of the fulfillment of the
GCSS mission as she works to support teachers in
preparing students to be “knowledgeable,
effective decision makers and engaged citizens in
a globally interdependent world.” Dr. Eric Payne,
Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and
Learning in Houston County, uses the word
passionate to describe Knauer’s commitment to
the success of both students and teachers.

Also receiving the Outstanding Supervisor
Award for 2014 is Fayette County’s Coordinator
of Social Studies, Gifted, and Advanced
Placement, Becky Ryckeley. Prior to coming to
Fayette County in 2011, she served in the same
position in Henry County from 2005-2011. Ms.
Ryckeley is another highly visible Social Studies
leader, within both state and national circles.
Nina Kendall, who nominated Ms. Ryckeley,
applauded the way in which Ryckeley “pursues
programs with vigor...to recognize and pursue
best practice...the dynamic growth of Social
Studies programs, and opportunities under her
leadership reflect her belief in developing quality
curriculum, providing active support for
instruction, and recognizing both student and
teacher excellence.”
Ryckeley has long been a respected leader
within the National Social Studies Supervisor
Association, holding multiple offices including
association president in 2011-2012. She is also
actively involved with the Georgia Council on
Economic Education advisory board. She is
currently pursuing her Ph.D. at Georgia State
University, majoring in Educational Policy
Studies. Her NSSSA colleague, Mert Martens,
applauded this award for Ryckeley, stating that
“she is well deserving of this honor and is the
epitome of
an
outstanding
social
studies
leader and
supervisor
and
southern
lady.”

Congressman John Lewis Receives the
Social Studies Statesman Award

The Social Studies Statesman Award may be awarded by the
GCSS Board of Trustees to an elected or appointed government
official who supports and advances the mission of the field of
social studies education. In 2014, this award was given to U. S.
Representative John Lewis. Following is the introduction of
Representative John Lewis, written by GCSS President Tammy
Ponder:
(pictured L to R are March co-author Andrew Aydin, Congressman
John Lewis, and Tammy Ponder )

Before John Lewis boarded a bus as a freedom rider. Before John Lewis marched across a bridge in Selma,
Alabama. Before John Lewis became "one of the most courageous persons the Civil Rights Movement ever
produced." Before he was known as CONGRESSMAN John Lewis, he was a name on a roll of a teacher's
classroom.
The son of a sharecropper, is that all his teachers saw? Is that the limit of their expectations for this young boy
sitting in a wooden desk in a tiny school in Alabama? Or did they dare to imagine, dare to expect...
I wonder....
Did his teachers see the spark even then? Could they tell that he had the passion to join the fight for feedom? To
risk life and limb by getting on that bus when others would seek to drag him off, sitting down when he was being
ordered to get out, marching across that bridge of freedom knowing that only violence awaited on the other side?
I wonder...
Did his teachers see potential for leadership? Could they see a man who would lead the Voter Education Project
adding 4 MILLION voters to the voter registers across the south? Could they see the man who would become a
US Congressman and remain Congressman for 28 years? That, in that time, he would continue the fight for justice
and freedom that he began as a young man in Alabama?
I wonder...
Did his teachers see his talents? His gifts? And did his teachers seek to inspire him...to build on his talents, on his
gifts...to help this young boy in their classroom fulfill all his potential. Not the potential of a curriculum, a set of
standards on a page, a check list of things to do. Did they seek to inspire him to be an agent of change...to leave
the world a better place?
Or...
Was he just a name on a roll, just another boy in a desk in another school year?
And then I wonder...
Who are we inspiring? Who are we helping to live to their potential?
Because somewhere in our desks, somewhere on a class roll, is another agent of
change...another champion for freedom...another John Lewis. I hope I don't miss them.
And I'm so glad I'm not going to miss this. It is my honor to introduce one of the most
"courageous persons the Civil Rights Movement ever produced", a man who
understands that the civil rights movement was not just a movement in time but a fight
that must continue, a man that has taught us that an injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere.
	

	

	

	

CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS!

Looking Ahead To the GCSS Conference 2015
Diane Sloan, conference coordinator, along with a committee of hard-working folks, is busily at work
planning this year’s conference, one that will provide you with inspiration and practical and powerful
resources. Plan now to be part of this dynamic conference.
The conference will be held October 22 - 23 at the Classic Center in Athens, GA. The theme “Social
Studies: A Map for Life,” invites you to consider presenting at the conference. Proposals for conference
sessions are now being accepted. The deadline is April 30, 2015. Proposal forms are
located at www.gcss.net on the home page.

Like GCSS on Facebook!

GCSS Founder Dr. Marion Rice, Fare Thee Well
Those in the Georgia Social Studies community were saddened to hear of the passing of Dr. Marion
Rice, one of the founders and a staunch supporter of the organization throughout its history. As the
chair of the Social Studies Department at the University of Georgia, Dr. Rice provided tangible support
for the fledgling council, while promoting the professional organization to teachers, administrators, and
college and university professors throughout Georgia. Even after retirement, Dr. Rice continued his
active involvement in GCSS. Gwen Hutcheson, herself a longtime Social Studies advocate, also pointed
to the Social Studies professional journal which published research from throughout the country, as a
project near and dear to Dr. Rice’s heart.
Dr. Rice was a professor emeritus at the University of Georgia, and died after a long illness on March
3, 2015 in Knoxville, Tennessee. He was 94 years old. He joined the faculty of UGA in 1956, and served
there until his retirement in 1986, focusing particularly on anthropology and geography education topics.
He was the author of many books and articles on social science education and Georgia history. He was
an avid world traveler.
For more information on Dr. Rice, see his obituary in the Athens Banner-Herald on March 17, 2015 at
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/onlineathens/obituary-search.aspx?
affiliateId=1348&firstname=marion&lastname=rice&stateid=13

The Revised APUSH Framework Comes Under Criticism
On February 18, the joint Georgia Senate and House Education Committees met to discuss Senate
Resolution 80 which demands revision by the College Board of Advanced Placement U.S. History.
Three hours of discussion probably did little to change the minds of those present at the hearing. Mr.
Chad Hoge, social studies department chair at Fulton County’s Centennial High School, did an
outstanding job of representing APUSH teachers in Georgia as he testified about the way he teaches the
new APUSH course.
According to representatives of the College Board, the AP U.S. History course structure was reformatted
beginning in the fall of 2014. Previously, the course was structured by suggested themes and topics,
leaving AP teachers confused about what might actually be assessed on the APUSH exam. Exam
authors had no limitations on what specific knowledge to test. In a survey conducted by the College
Board, 72% of AP U.S. History teachers were feeling pressure to buy AP test prep outlines in order to
successfully teach the course.
AP asked colleges to prioritize which concepts are truly essential for granting college credit. Then, for
the first time ever, the AP Program provided transparency by creating a revised concept outline. The
updated course structure now relies more on student historical thinking skills, and will assess students’
understanding of seven key themes in American History. By design, the College Board expects Georgia
teachers to infuse their own preferred examples (Georgia Performance Standards) into the course to
bring the concept outline to life.
More than 400 AP teachers and 58 U.S. history professors from around the country reviewed the new
course framework. 98% of external reviewers attested that the framework provided a balanced picture
of U.S. history. Critics point to isolated statements in the framework as examples of negative depictions
of specific topics in American history, but reviewers took the whole framework into consideration.
Critics also point out that certain American heroes are not listed in the framework. By design, neither
the former nor the updated APUSH courses have used extensive lists of heroes or figures to cover in
class since APUSH teachers are given the flexibility of choosing their course content (based on the U.S.
History GPS).
As of this writing, Senate Resolution 80 passed out of committee and is headed for the Rules
Committee. If it passes there, it will go to the House for consideration. Teachers are encouraged to
contact their state senators and representatives to provide their own thoughts about the topic.
•College Board frequently asked questions. http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/exam/
exam_information/224882.html
•College Board fact sheet discusses differences between the old and redesigned APUSH. http://
media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-fact-sheet.pdf

Georgia Civic Educator of
the Year Awards

The Georgia Center for Civic Education honors
teachers who have done exemplary work in
preparing young people to become informed and
engaged citizens and have demonstrated a
special expertise in teaching about citizenship,
the U.S. Constitution, Georgia Studies, Congress,
and/or public policy at the state and local levels.
Join us in congratulating this year’s award
winners:

DR. JOANN ROUSE, RISING STARR MIDDLE
SCHOOL, FAYETTEVILLE
The Mock General Assembly program is cited by
her students as a favorite experience of their year
with Dr. Rouse. Rouse wrote, “Students become
very passionate about their bill topics during our
discussions, and frequently continue their
discussions at home.” (Rouse was unable to
attend GCSS to receive her award.)

Gilder Lerhman Teacher of the Year
for Georgia:

Nina Kendall

Nina Kendall, a former GCSS Gwen Hutcheson
Outstanding Educator, has added a new award to her
long list of honors, that of Gilder Lerhman Teacher of
the Year for Georgia. Stated Becky Ryckeley, Fayette
County’s Social Studies Coordinator, “Nina Kendall
integrates primary sources, technology, and rigorous
content in a way that makes learning relevant for
students. They are able to learn and retain information
due to her exceptionally creative strategies.” Heather
MacKenzie, Henry County’s coordinator, agreed,
adding that, “ Nina is an exceptional educator who
possess such significant depth of content knowledge.
This award is just a reflection of that!”
Nina Kendall
receives the
Gilder Lerhman
Award from
colleague
Margaret
Duncan. Both
teach in Henry
County.

ALISHIA GASTON, LOWNDES MIDDLE
SCHOOL, VALDOSTA
Gaston wrote, “We have role playing, mock
trials, new legislation proposed, historical
reenactments, debates, examination of primary
source documents, and field trips all for the
purpose of promoting civic competence and
compelling my students to think critically about
how history has affected the world in which they
live.”
Pictured below at the GCSS Conference on October 16, 2014
(L to R) Randell Trammel, Center for Civic Education, Award
winner Alishia Gaston, GCSS President Tammy Ponder, &
GCSS Exec. Dir. Eddie Bennett.

Did you know:
The Mission of the Georgia Council for the
Social Studies is to advocate for, support,
and celebrate the advancement of quality
social studies teaching for Georgia students.
The Vision of the Georgia Council for the
Social Studies is to prepare students to be
knowledgeable, effective decision makers
and engaged citizens in a globally
interdependent world.

GCSS Celebrates Its 50th Anniversary
by Special contributor and 50th Anniversary Chair, Mary Stakes
In 2013 and 2014, GCSS conference attendees celebrated the anniversary of our
organization. Why a two-year celebration? The 2013 conference celebrated the
fiftieth year of GCSS as a professional social studies organization for Georgia
educators. The celebration continued in 2014 when the milestone anniversary of
50 years of conferences was recognized.
We have come a long way from that first conference held in 1964 at Rock Eagle.
Today’s conferences are jam-packed with presentations that show off the passion
and creativity of classroom teachers, introduce new learning materials and
programs, and demonstrate effective teaching techniques. In addition, the
conference brings us face-to-face with nationally known speakers, and provides a room full of exhibitors with
resources for every social studies discipline and grade level.
When educators attending the 2014 conference were given the opportunity to purchase a program ad honoring
the fiftieth anniversary as well as a person who made a difference in their lives, they responded. Nearly two-dozen
ads were created recognizing special people in the field of social studies while honoring GCSS. Presenters
likewise responded to the spirit of the celebration by making 50 the theme of their presentations. We were treated
to information on the 1950s, 50 teaching ideas, 50 years of primary sources, 50 photographs from Georgia
Studies, and many more cleverly constructed programs.
At the Awards Luncheon, former GCSS presidents were recognized for their leadership and service to the
organization. While there were not fifty presidents in attendance, the strong showing of presidents, many still
active in education, was a tribute to the membership and the organization.
All in all, the golden celebration of GCSS was a meaningful representation of what a successful professional
organization can be. The esteem for GCSS held by its members speaks volumes to its success for the past 50 years
and bodes well for the next 50. (Photo in top left features Eddie Bennett, conference coordinator Diane Sloan,
and Mary Stakes, 50th anniversary conference chair)
Below, L to R, past presidents include Helen Richardson, Glen Blankenship, Kathy Wright, Barbara McCay,
Gwen Hutcheson, Lois Wolfe, Cathy Geis, Trish Klein, Debbie Kelly, Phil Parker, Laura McCarty, Eddie
Bennett, Mickey Boyd, Pat Guillory, Annette Wise, Nadine Wright, and Sharon Coleman

Teacher Opportunities & Resources
Hstry.co - new FREE website for teachers:
Hstry.co is a FREE timeline creation tool and perfect for the "show me what you know" styles of assessment in
standards-based classrooms. Hstry is designed for historical timelines, but there are infinite possibilities for
creating projects, sharing resources, assignments, and student portfolios integrating images, video, audio and
reflections. This visual resume demonstrates how accomplishments can be highlighted. Featured in Free Technology
for Teachers & used in all grades and multiple subjects.
GCSS Teacher of Promise Award
GCSS will introduce a new award this year. The GCSS Social Studies Teacher of Promise (TOP) award
recognizes social studies teachers with two, three, or four years of teaching experience that show exceptional
promise in the field of teaching social studies. The award recognizes the beginnings of excellence in the teaching
of social studies and a commitment to its improvement at the elementary, middle or high school level.
Nominations can be made by current GCSS members. The TOP will be recognized at the GCSS
Annual Conference in October with a plaque, complimentary conference registration and a one-year membership
to GCSS. The nomination form is on the website under the Information tab under the Awards link.
International Parliamentary Scholarship for 2016
Please click on the link to find information about the International Parliamentary Scholarship for 2016.
www.bundestag.de/htdocs_e/bundestag/international/exchange/ips/ips/201258
News from the Georgia Geographic Alliance
Check out the Georgia Geographic Alliance’s website at http://georgiageography.org
and new Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/georgiageography
Georgia Humanities Council
Keep up with the activities of our friends at the GHC. www.georgiahumanities.org Be sure to
sign up for their newsletter and receive updates on their many history and arts programs.
Resources from the Carl Vinson Institute of Government at UGA
The Carl Vinson Institute of Government at the University of Georgia has just published the 14th edition of the
Handbook for Georgia Legislators. The publication is NOT just for members of the General
Assembly. It is a great resource for teachers as well. The Handbook provides an easy to understand and
comprehensive review of Georgia’s legislative process. For more information, contact Shannon M. Ferguson at
smfergus@uga.edu or by telephone at 706-542-6221. Ms. Ferguson is the Communications Director at the Carl
Vinson Institute.
What’s Your [de]Sign? A Teacher workshop presented by The Lovett School’s American Studies
Institute
What does it mean to design lessons that teach across disciplines? How can seemingly disparate subjects connect
in the classroom? The American Studies Institute (ASI) of The Lovett School was created in 2004 to encourage
teachers and students to enrich their understanding of America by searching beyond the confines of a specific
discipline. The workshop is scheduled for June 12-13, 2015 at The Lovett School in Atlanta. Keynote speakers
include Doug Shipman, CEO of the National Center for Civil and Human Rights; Scott Sanchez, innovation
leader at Stanford University’s Hasso Plattner Institute of Design; and Jordan Clark, former Lovett School faculty
and art historian. For more information and to register go to www.lovett.org/asi.

Teacher Opportunities & Resources - continued
Civil War Education Association and American History Forum
Three interesting and exciting tours remain to be offered this spring by the Civil War Education Association and
the American History Forum. For more information, visit the website at http://www.cwea.net/
The American Revolution in South Carolina from Waxhaws to Cowpens, April 9-11
From Petersburg to Appomattox: A Field and Walking Tour, April 17-18, and
Gettysburg; The Wheatfield and Devil’s Den: A Walking Tour, April 24-25
Teaching Resources
While studying 20th century U.S. history, high school students can read 39 short oral histories posted free at
http://pluggerpublishing.com by clicking on the “Coming Together” icon. Students will find the memories of
men and women who, as young people, faced resistance (including fire hoses and jail) as they strove to secure
voting rights and other basic rights in numerous states. Garret Mathews, who created this resource, is a retired
columnist for the Courier and Press of Evansville, Indiana. His moving introduction to the collection includes
links to two 30-minute YouTube videos (also available as DVDs) in which he interviews African-Americans in
Greenwood, Mississippi, and Evansville, Indiana, about what it was like to live under segregation. (Teachers
should preview these films, as they include still photos of lynchings.) Mathews, who presented some of these
materials at the meeting of the Indiana Council for the Social Studies in 2014, has also written a two-act play
about the civil rights movement, “Jubilee in the Rear View Mirror,” which has been performed three times to date,
most recently in Oxford, Ohio. He can be reached at garretmath@gmail.com
Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail
The website of the Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail has wonderful handouts with photos, maps,
timelines, and other resources that are free and easy to print out—but you have to know where to look. Go to
http://www.nps.gov/semo/planyourvisit/brochures.htm to find the good stuff—14 informational brochures. Find
the main 24-panel brochure for this National Historic Trail (NHT) by scrolling to the end of that webpage and
clicking on the last two links at the bottom of the list: “Selma to Montgomery NHT Brochure Front” (and
“Back”). The brochure, a PDF, prints out very well on eight sheets of paper that, if you place them end-to-end,
creates an annotated timeline for display along one wall of your classroom; it’s about 7 feet long and is impressive
whether printed in black ink or color.
Don’t be misled by the green “Teachers” tab at the top of the main Selma to Montgomery NHT webpage
(www.nps.gov/semo). That takes you to huge lists of all the National Park Service teaching resources and a search
box, which can be useful on other occasions. Likewise, don’t be misled by the “For Teachers” tab along the left
margin, which has information about visiting the NHT, but currently has no link to the wonderful resources
mentioned here. To commemorate the 1965 March, go right to the brochures, using the longer URL above.

The National Mall—America’s Front Yard
Tuesday, April 7, 2015, 9:00–10:00 pm ET, PBS
The United States National Mall, set in the heart of Washington, DC, is a place unlike any other on earth, and its
history is equally fascinating. This special reveals the surprising and inspiring story of the Mall’s evolution.

Mark Your Calendar:
GCSS Conference 2015 - Social Studies: A Map for Life, October 22 - 23, 2015, at the Classic
Center in Athens, GA. Find more information about submitting a session proposal at www.gcss.net
NCSS Conference, November 13-15, 2015 in New Orleans, LA. More details at
www.socialstudies.org

Get connected:
Georgia Social Studies Journal - The current issue can be found at www.coe.uga.edu/gssj/
current-issue/
Think about becoming more active this year:
Participating in this year’s Social Studies Fair
Attending the GCSS conference
Becoming a more active GCSS member and recruiting new members
Sharing your idea for News & Notes.

Need to contact GCSS? Please notify Eddie
Bennett of changes in contact information at
gcss1964@gmail.com or send notice to P.O.
Box 675, Avondale Estates, GA 30002

News & Notes is published three times a year.
Announcements and information should be
sent to JoAnn Wood, Editor, at
msjoannwood@gmail.com

