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TOPIC I
THE OFFICE OF GOVERNOR

ELEMENTARY LESSON
WHAT IS A GOVERNOR?
LESSON OBJECTIVES
The student will
 describe the job of the governor.
 distinguish between capital and capitol.
 identify symbols of Georgia.
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
Activity 1
 Teacher Resource 1.1 "People in Charge"
Activity 2
 Georgia Highway Maps
 Worksheet 1.1 “I Am a Citizen of . . .”
 Worksheet 1.2 "Map of the State of Georgia"
Activity 3
 Teacher Resource 1.2 "Georgia's Capital City”
 Teacher Resource 1.3 "Georgia’s Capitol Building"
 Teacher Resource 1.4 “Symbols of Our State and Nation”
STRATEGIES
Activity 1
"What is a Governor?"
The governor is the chief executive of a state. As such, the governor is the
individual citizens look to for ideas to make the state a safe and better place to
live To introduce this idea to students, ask, "Who is in charge of a classroom to
make sure that everyone is safe and follows the rules?" [teacher]. Discuss how
a teacher accomplishes this task. Follow this discussion with one describing who
is in charge of the school [the principal]. Expand this conversation to include the
mayor of your town, the governor of the state, and the president of our country.
Show students Teacher Resource 1.1, “People in Charge”. Explain the diagram
to the students and have the students complete the chart on writing paper of
their own. Have students write a sentence explaining that the governor of our
state works to make sure that everyone is safe and follows the rules (laws) of the
State of Georgia.
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The Office of Governor, Elementary Lesson (continued)
Activity 2
"What city is the capital of Georgia?"
Atlanta is the capital of Georgia and the largest city in the state. Atlanta is an
international city thanks to businesses, Hartsfield International, and the visibility
achieved from hosting the 1996 Olympic Games.
Question students to see if they are able to tell you the state in which they live
and the name of our country. If necessary, explain that our country is the United
States and our state is Georgia. Worksheet 1.1, “I Am a Citizen of...” may be
used to help students understand they are citizens who live under a number of
governing bodies. Distribute a highway map of Georgia to groups of three to four
students (available free from the Georgia Department of Transportation). Place
one map on a bulletin board or central location so that all students can see. Use
this map as a reference. Help students locate their town on the map. Students
may want to spend some time finding other towns with which they are familiar
(grandparent's home, vacation site, etc.). Be sure to distinguish those places
that are in Georgia from those which are not.
Show students that the symbols on the map stand for different things. Point out
that Atlanta has a special symbol (a star surrounded by a circle) to show that it is
a special city. The city of Atlanta is the capital of Georgia. This is where the
governor of the state has his office in the capitol. Distribute Worksheet 1.2,
"Map of the State of Georgia." They should mark Atlanta with a special symbol,
color in their county, and mark their hometown with a dot. Students should
include a key to explain the dot and the special symbol. The map may also be
used to record places the candidates for governor visit during the campaign.
Teacher Resource 1.2, “Georgia’s Capital City” may be shared with sutdents.
Activity 3
"Where is the Georgia capitol?"
The capitol is located in the capital. Do your students understand the difference
between these two terms? This lesson will aid in helping students distinguish the
city where the state government is located and the building in which the governor
and legislature work.
Review the leaders discussed in Activity 1 (principal, mayor) and discuss where
their offices are located (school, city hall). Show students a picture of the
Georgia capitol building with its gold dome in Atlanta (see Teacher Resource 1.3,
“Georgia’s Capitol Building”). Explain that the governor works in an office in this
building, and it is called the capitol building. Tell students that this building is one
of the symbols of our state, just like the flag is a symbol. People who see this
building or a picture of it, recognize it as a place where rules (laws) are made by
the General Assembly and by the Governor for the people living in
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The Office of Governor, Elementary Lesson (continued)
Georgia. The governor's office is here and this is where he works to make sure
people in Georgia are safe and follow the laws (rules) of Georgia. Distribute
copies of Worksheet 1.2, "Georgia's Capitol Building". Have students color the
worksheet and write a sentence to tell what the picture shows.
The Capitol building is a symbol of Georgia. Write the terms capitol and capital
on the chalkboard. Ask students to explain the difference between the two
terms. You may wish to point out that one easy way to distinguish the two terms
is to note that the term capitol designates the domed building, whereas capital
indicates the city, like Atlanta, in which the government is located. Have
students use a dictionary and other reference tools to identify and explain
additional meanings of the word capital.
If possible, take students on a visit to the Georgia Capitol. A film which may be
copied and held indefinitely is broadcast over Peachstar on a frequent basis. A
free set of lesson plans is available from the office of Georgia’s Secretary of
State which will help prepare students for the visit. Tour information and the
lesson plans are found on the Internet at www.sos.state.ga.us.
Activity 4
“What are some symbols of Georgia?”
Ask students to name some of the official symbols of Georgia. Responses
should include our state seal, state flag, state flower, state song, state bird, etc.
Students might also identify other less known symbols of Georgia such as the
state fossil, state insect, state gem, or the state fish. When students have
completed their list, ask: “In what way do these symbols represent Georgia?
What qualities, values, and beliefs do these symbols represent?” National
symbols such as the bald eagle, Statue of Liberty, Uncle Sam, and others might
also be discussed as symbols of the United States. Teacher Resource 1.1,
“Symbols of Our State and Nation,” may be projected and shared with students.
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The Office of Governor
Elementary Lesson 1
Teacher Resource 1.1

PEOPLE IN CHARGE

The leader of our school is
_______________________________

The leader of our state is
__________________________

The leader of our nation is
____________________________________
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The Office of Governor
Elementary Lesson 1
Worksheet 1.1
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The Office of Governor
Elementary Lesson 1
Worksheet 1.2

MAP OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA
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The Office of Governor
Elementary Lesson 1
Teacher Resource 1.2 (page 1)

GEORGIA’S CAPITAL CITY
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The Office of Governor
Elementary Lesson 1
Teacher Resource 1.3 (page 1)

GEORGIA’S CAPITOL BUILDING
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The Office of Governor
Elementary Lesson 1
Teacher Resource 1.4 (page 1)

SYMBOLS OF OUR STATE AND NATION
OFFICIAL
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The Office of Governor
Elementary Lesson 1
Teacher Resource 1.4 (page 2)

SYMBOLS OF OUR STATE AND NATION
TRADITIONAL
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The Office of Governor
Elementary Lesson 1
Teacher Resource 1.4 (page 3)

SYMBOLS OF OUR STATE AND NATION
POLITICAL
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TOPlC II
THE CAMPAIGN: ISSUES AND STRATEGIES

ELEMENTARY LESSON
WHY DO PEOPLE VOTE?
LESSON OBJECTIVES
The student will
 identify important issues in a vote.
 express an opinion about an issue.
 imagine what a governor can do to improve a state.
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
Activity 2
 Worksheet 2.1 "Survey Graph Paper"
STRATEGIES
Activity 1
"What is an issue?"
A gubernatorial candidate gets elected based on his or her stands on popular
issues. This activity will help your students understand issues. Have students
imagine that the day is rainy and cold. They cannot go outside for recess. What
could they do? Allow students to suggest options for a recess activity and record
their ideas on chart paper. Now, discuss how students might decide which
activity to select. Lead students' discussion to the option of having a vote.
Allow students to stand and say why they think a particular game should be
played. After several students have stated their opinions, explain to students
that different people have different ideas about an issue. Allow students to vote
on the game they would like to play on the next rainy and cold day that they have
to miss outside recess! Students should be allowed to vote secretly (heads
down, eyes closed or by written ballots). Record results with tally marks beside
the name of each game. Show students how the total votes are tallied. Make a
sign on the chart paper which celebrates the winning of the election by
identifying the game to be played the next rainy day.
Tell students that in an election, people vote for a person such as a governor
who will lead the state and help make decisions about how to make Georgia a
better place to live. Explain to students that when a person tries to get elected
governor, he or she talks about issues, or ideas that are important to the people.
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The Campaign: Issues and Strategies, Elementary Lesson (continued)
Candidates give their opinions about how to solve an issue. The candidate with
the opinion most voters agree with is elected.
Activity 2
"What is an opinion?"
People have varying opinions on all topics. There are as many opinions as there
are people! Ask students to list things that they have opinions about (favorite
television shows, best video game, most beautiful song, best restaurant, favorite
ice cream flavor, etc.). Record these on chart paper. Explain to students that
one way in which individuals differ is by liking different things. Allow each
student to choose a topic and write a question to ask other students and
teachers about their opinions on that topic. A question might be, "What is your
favorite ice cream flavor?" Students must then ask ten people to answer their
question. Students will record answers on the paper. After students have
completed the survey, they should count how many people gave each response.
The teacher should model how to construct a bar graph using data from Activity
1. Next, have students use Worksheet 2 .1 "Survey Graph" to construct their
own graph which summarizes their survey. Allow students to share their
completed graphs with the class. Discuss how different people voted differently
on the survey. Explain that in an election for governor, people who want to be
governor share their ideas. People listen to these ideas and vote for the person
whose ideas they like the best.
Activity 3
"What would I do if I were Governor?"
Ask students to imagine what they would do to improve their school if they were
in charge. Discuss students' responses. Tell students that in this lesson they
will think about ideas for improving their state.
Review the concepts of Activities 1 and 2 [in an election, the person or idea with
the most votes wins; people vote for different things because they have different
ideas]. Ask students to recall from Lesson 1 the duties of the governor [makes
sure people in the state are safe and obey laws]. Explain that a governor also
tries to think of ideas to improve the state. Have students brainstorm ways that
the governor could work to make Georgia a better place to live. Ideas might
relate to school, park beautification, safety, etc.
Tell students to pretend that they are going to try to get people to vote for them
as governor. Explain that this is called "'running" for governor. Assign students
to write what they would say if they were running for governor. What ideas would
they share that other people would like? Remind students that their ideas
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The Campaign: Issues and Strategies, Elementary Lesson (continued)
must sound good to other people (and be realistic) if they are going to get any
votes!
When students have completed their writings, allow them to read their ideas.
Discuss which ideas would be popular to the students. You may want to vote
(by secret ballot) on the most popular idea generated in the class. As with the
previous vote in Activity 2, graph the data to show the results of the vote.
Display students' writings and graphs on a campaign style red, white and blue
bulletin board. This board can be used in future lessons as the election draws
near.
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The Campaign: Issues and Strategies
Elementary Lesson 2
Worksheet 2.1

SURVEY GRAPH PAPER
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TOPIC lll
MEDIA AND PUBLIC OPINION

ELEMENTARY LESSON
LEARNING ABOUT CANDIDATES
LESSON OBJECTIVES
The student will
 identify candidates for Governor.
 analyze advertisements for political candidates.
 summarize data on people's opinions in graphic form.
 express an opinion regarding political candidates.
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
Activity 1
 Political commercials videotaped from television in advance of class
Activity 2
 Worksheet 3.1 "Who Will be the Governor?"
 Worksheet 3.2 "Who Will be the Governor? Graph"
STRATEGIES
Activity 1
"Why do candidates advertise on television?"
Television ads for candidates are highly effective campaign tools. Before the
class session, record several television commercials being run by the
gubernatorial candidates. Begin the class with students by asking students to
identify different commercials that they like (e.g. fast-food restaurant, soda).
Discuss what they like about the commercials and record categories on the
chalkboard. Categories might include catchy song, humor, quality product, etc.
Ask students why people advertise a product or service on television. Discuss
that television is a way for many people to see something about products or
people. Show students the political commercials you have prerecorded. Have
students vote on the television commercial they like best. Record votes in tally
form on chart paper. Ask students to explain why some people might vote for a
person based on their commercial (e.g. the candidate talks about children and
schools; the commercial has a catchy song).
Replay the commercials and use the previously written categories to identify
things in the commercials that make them interesting, or boring. Summarize the
activity by having students name the candidates they saw in the commercials
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Media and Public Opinion, Elementary Lesson (continued)
and write a sentence explaining why a particular commercial would or would not
convince them to vote for the candidate.
Activity 2
"What information is in newspaper political advertisements?"
Secure a class set of a major newspaper that contains many advertisements for
political candidates. Explain to students that many people that want to be
elected to office place advertisements in the newspaper. Show examples of
these. Discuss how students can know if the advertisement is for a politician
(picture of candidate, flags, the word "vote"). Distribute glue, scissors,
construction paper (red or blue), and newspapers. Tell students that they will be
cutting out as many advertisements for candidates as they can. They will then
glue these in patterns on the construction paper to make a collage.
Monitor students' work to insure that they are locating political advertisements.
When students have finished their collages, display them on the election bulletin
board or some other prominent place in or near the classroom.
Activity 3
"What Do You Think?"
Tell students that in this activity they will be finding out who will become the next
governor of Georgia. Before class, fill in Worksheet 3.1 "Who Will be the
Governor?" and Worksheet 3.2 "Who Will be the Governor? Graph" with the
names of the major candidates for governor, then make photocopies for
students. Remind students how to record answers to questions by using tally
marks. Distribute Worksheet 3.1 and have students ask 10 adults that their
family knows the question "Who do you think will be the next Governor of
Georgia?" Students will record responses on their worksheet. After students
have collected the data, guide the creation of a bar graph of the data using
Worksheet 3.1. Display these graphs on the election bulletin board.
Activity 4
"Why do citizens write letters to newspaper editors?"
Now that students have learned more about the candidates, they should be able
to write about what they have learned. For this activity, show students the
section of the newspaper where letters to the editor are printed. Tell students
that in this section of the newspaper, people write their ideas about issues.
Assign students to write a letter to the editor of the local newspaper. They
should begin the letter with "Dear Editor." Students can write some sentences to
share explaining why they think a particular candidate should win the
gubernatorial race. Alternatively, students could write to share the results of
their research (Activity 3) on who people believe will be the next governor. They
could include their feelings about what they had learned.
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Media and Public Opinion
Elementary Lesson 3
Worksheet 3.1

WHO WILL BE GOVERNOR?
Ask voters who they think will be elected governor of Georgia. Make a tally mark
for each candidate.

Candidate’s
Name

Vote
Tally
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Media and Public Opinion
Elementary Lesson 3
Worksheet 3.2

WHO WILL BE GOVERNOR?
GRAPH
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TOPIC IV
VOTING AND ELECTIONS

LESSON 4
ELEMENTARY LESSON
WHAT IS A "VOTE?"
LESSON OBJECTIVES
The student will
 evaluate the advantages of voting on issues or people.
 identify major political parties.
 conduct an interview using prepared questions.
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
Activity 1
 Teacher Resource 4.1 “Decision Making Tree”
Activity 2
 Worksheet 4.1 "Voter Registration Form"
 Teacher Resource 4.2 "Voter Registration Office Sign"
 Teacher Resource 4.3 "Voter Registration Cards"
Activity 3
 Worksheet 4.2 "Voting on Election Day: An Interview"
STRATEGIES
Activity 1
"Why do Americans vote to choose their leaders?"
Read the following scenario to students: “Imagine that on the playground each
day, (insert student's name) was allowed to make the decision about what game
everyone would play. Day after day, he/she would get to pick the game and
everyone would be forced to play that game.”
Ask students to share their thoughts on what would be good and bad about this
scenario. Record responses on the chalkboard and discuss. Then, ask what
would be another way that the decision about the game could be made. Guide
students to discuss the advantages of having to vote to determine the game to
play. Another alternative would be that students each choose their own game
(which is also a form of voting). Discuss ways their alternate plans have good
and bad points. Projecting a copy of Worksheet 4.1, “Decision Making Tree” will
help you guide the student discussion.
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Voting and Elections, Elementary Lesson (continued)
Explain that people in the United States decided long ago to vote for leaders.
Once, people in Georgia were ruled by the King of England. [Technically,
English kings were, in fact, bound by the Magna Carta. However, for the
purposes of this lesson, use the simple explanation that decisions of a king could
not be changed by a vote of the people.] The people in Georgia and twelve
other English colonies decided that they would prefer to vote and choose a
leader rather than allowing a king or queen in power by birth make rules for
them.
Have students write a response to this lesson. They might choose to imagine
what life would be like if we had a king for our country. Another topic could be
an opinion on the good things and bad consequences of voting on issues.
Again, projecting a copy of Teacher Resource 4.1, “Decision Making Tree,” will
be useful in helping students organize their ideas.
Display selected students' writing on the election bulletin board.
Activity 2
"How does a citizen register to vote?"
Explain to students that each citizen must register, or sign up, in order to vote.
Discuss why this might be so (to insure one vote per person, fairness, to make
sure that only people really living in the area actually vote, etc.).
Set up a voter registration office" using Teacher Resource 4.1 "Voter
Registration Office Sign." Distribute Worksheet 4.2 "Voter Registration Form."
Assume the role of registrar and assist students in completing the card. After
students complete the card and turn it in to you, give them a Voter Registration
Card from Teacher Resource 4.3 "Voter Registration Cards."
Activity 3
"How do citizens select the person they will vote for in an election?"
Interviews provide great insight into voters’ thoughts. Assign students to
interview an adult who has voted (e.g. a parent). Model the process of
conducting an interview using Worksheet 4.2 "Voting on Election Day: An
Interview." Remind students that they do not need to write complete sentences.
They should concentrate on getting the main ideas of the interviewee. After
students have completed their interview, have them write a summary of the
interview. They should be able to restate the questions to make a sentence
using the information provided by the interviewee. You may need to model this
process before students attempt it.
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Voting and Elections
Elementary Lesson 4
Teacher Resource 4.1

DECISION MAKING TREE
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Voting and Elections
Elementary Lesson 4
Worksheet 4.1

VOTER REGISTRATION FORM
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Voting and Elections
Elementary Lesson 4
Teacher Resource 4.2

VOTER REGISTRATION OFFICE SIGN

Voter
Registration
Office
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Voting and Elections
Elementary Lesson 4
Teacher Resource 4.3

VOTER REGISTRATION CARDS
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Voting and Elections
Lesson 4
Worksheet 4.2

VOTING ON ELECTION DAY
Student's Name: ____________________________________________

Name of person interviewed: ________________________________________
Say: Thank you for helping me with my project. I have a few questions to ask
about the governor's election.
Questions to ask:
1. Why do you vote on Election Day?

2. What kind of things do you think about when you are deciding how to vote for
a candidate?

3. How do you feel when you vote?

4. Describe what it's like to vote in an election.

5. Who did you vote for in the Governor's race?

6. What makes you like this person?

Say: That's my last question. Thank you again for your time!
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YOUR VOTE DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Citizens aged 18 to 24 have the worst voting record of any age group. Few 18-to26 year old voters participate in the elections. They are the age group with the
longest future, yet their future is being determined by leaders they did not help to
elect or defeat.
Can one vote really make a difference? The April 7, 1987, Ann Landers column
listed the following examples of how one vote can make a difference.

• In 1645, one vote gave Oliver Cromwell control of England.
• In 1649, one vote caused Charles I of England to be executed.
• In 1776, one vote gave America the English language instead of
•
•
•
•
•
•

German.
In 1845, one vote brought Texas into the Union.
In 1868, one vote saved President Andrew Johnson from
impeachment.
In 1875, one vote changed France from a monarchy to a republic.
In 1876, one vote gave Rutherford B. Hayes the presidency of the
United States.
In 1923, one vote gave Adolf Hitler leadership of the Nazi Party.
In 1941, one vote saved Selective Service--weeks before Pearl
Harbor was attacked.

A few other examples of why your vote can make a difference follow.
• John F. Kennedy won and Richard Nixon lost the presidential
election by less than one vote per precinct in 1960.
• Richard Nixon won and Hubert Humphrey lost the presidential
election by fewer than three votes per precinct in 1968.
• Jerry Brown won the race for California governor over Houston
Flournoy by fewer than eight votes per precinct in 1974.
• In Ann Arbor, Michigan, the mayor was elected by a single vote in
1977.
• In Indiana, a congressional race was won by just 47 votes in 1986.
ITS YOUR FUTURE--VOTE FOR IT
League of Women Voters of Georgia, Inc.
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Alberto, Daisy. Pete for President! (The Kane Press, 2004) ISBN 1-57565-142-4
Christelow, Eileen. Vote! (Houghton Mifflin, 2003) ISBN-13 978-0-618-48606-9
DeCapua, Sarah. Running for Public Office: A True Book (Children’s Press,
2002) ISBN 0-516-22333-X
Giesecke, Ernestine. Local Government (Kids’ Guide) (Heinemann Library,
2000) ISBN 157572512-6
Kennedy, Senator Edward M. My Senator and Me (Scholastic Press, 2006)
ISBN 0-439-65077-1
Parish, Herman. Amelia Bedelia 4 Mayor (Harper Collins, 1999) ISBN 0-06444309-4
Pellegrino, Marjorie White. My Grandma’s the Mayor (Magination Press, 2000)
ISBN 1-55798-608-8
Sommer, Carl. Mayor for a Day (Advance Publishing, Inc., 2000) ISBN-13
978-1-57537-013-2
The Class Election from the Black Lagoon by Mike Thaler
Election Day by Aladin
Election Day (Rookie Read About Holidays) by Patricia Murphy
Vote! by Eileen Christlelow
Why Are Elections Important? (Weekly Reader Early Learning) by Jacqueline
Gorman
Voting (True Books) by Sarah De Capue
The Berenstein Bears and the Big Election by Stern Berenstein
Vote (DK Eyewitness Books) by Phillip Steele
Mom for Mayor by Nancy Edwards
Molly for Mayor by Judy Delton
Letters from the Campaign Trail: La Rue for Mayor by Mark Teague
The Mask for Mayor by Nancy Krulik
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How Government is Elected by Susan Bright-Moore
Elect Me! by Fran Manushiki
A Visit to Vanderville by Dawn Munson
Vote for Isaih! A Citizenship Story by Anastasia Suen
Electing Leaders (Citizens and their Governments) by Tamara Orr
Mac & Cheese Please by Eleanor May
A Kid's Guide 2 Politics by Sharon Delong
House Mouse
Senate Mouse
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