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Foreword
We are fortunate to live in a democratic society where we have many freedoms. One of
the most sacred is the privilege to vote for the candidates of our choice in local, state, and
national elections. Teaching our young people about the election process and instilling in
them the desire to take part are important aspects of citizenship education. I encourage
your participation in the electoral process as a role model for students.
The Georgia Council for the Social Studies has taken the lead in providing Georgia
Elections 2014 as a resource to help educators teach students about state government,
the importance of making informed and reasoned decisions, and the process of registering
and voting. Georgia students must learn more about political, economic, and social issues
which face our state.
Citizenship education is a lifelong process and an important part of the public school
curriculum. Good citizenship must not be limited to the classroom. We must urge
students to become involved in practicing good citizenship character traits in every area of
their lives.
The first step toward the development of responsible citizen participation is to stimulate
interest in public affairs. In the words of Thomas Jefferson, “If a nation expects to be
ignorant and free in a state of civilization, it expects what never was and never will be.”
Citizenship education in Georgia must include active involvement in public affairs, ranging
from the act of voting to the heightened commitment of seeking election to public office.
This collection of lessons is aimed at stimulating interest in the gubernatorial and other
elections for state and local offices in Georgia. It moves beyond the explanation of the
powers and responsibilities of a governor and involves students in the planning of a mock
election. Students conduct research to learn about the issues and investigate the
positions of the candidates on these issues. Students role-play the candidates and
simulate the voting process.
As Thomas Jefferson has taught us, our free and democratic way of life does not happen
in a state of ignorance. It requires that our citizens, young and old, take on the
responsibility of being informed and reasoned decision makers for the public good.
Glen Blankenship, Editor and Writer
Georgia Elections 2014

GCSS President’s Letter

Dear Colleague:
We are fortunate to live in a democratic society where we enjoy many freedoms. One of
the most sacred is the privilege to vote for individuals to lead our communities, our state,
and our nation. Historically, many citizens have not applied this right by going to the polls
to express their opinion about the individuals who will lead us into the future. The
Presidential election of 2008 provided a glimmer of hope as record numbers turned out to
vote, pressed by issues such as overseas conflict, health care, and an economy on the
brink of disaster. Without the national attention of a Presidential election, experts predict
the usual midterm drop in voter turnout. In addition to pressing global concerns, we need
to instill in our students the importance of the election of leaders not to be living at 1500
Pennsylvania Avenue.
The Georgia Council for the Social Studies has taken the lead in promoting civic education
by providing Georgia Elections 2014 as a resource to help educators teach students
about state government, the importance of making informed and reasoned decisions, and
the process of registering and voting. GCSS member and Board Historian Glen
Blankenship has updated and expanded these popular instructional materials for GCSS
members to use with state and national elections, and we hope you continue to find them
fresh and meaningful to student learning.
As Thomas Jefferson taught us, “If a nation expects to be ignorant and free in a state of
civilization, it expects what never was and never will be.” Our free and democratic way of
life does not happen in a state of ignorance. It requires that our citizens take on the
responsibility of being informed and reasoned decision makers about public policy issues
for the common good. The manner in which our students perceive the necessity of an
informed and politically active citizenry is crucial to the future survival of our nation. More
often than not, student perceptions of those vital topics begin in our classrooms.
GCSS is pleased to provide you the enclosed copy of the lessons as part of your
membership benefits. Additional copies for colleagues may be obtained using the order
form found at www.gcss.net.

Debbie Kelly
GCSS President, 2013-2014
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To the Teacher
Each lesson in Georgia Elections 2014 begins with an outline for teaching which includes
instructional objectives, a list of needed materials, and sequenced list of procedures for
implementing the lessons. This set of lessons provides the teacher with most of the
materials needed for classroom implementation. Many of the lessons contain “Teacher
Resources” which may be beyond the reading level of some students. This information is
provided for the purpose of increasing the knowledge base of the teacher. The information
may be shared with students by selecting from a variety of instructional strategies which
are developmentally appropriate (e.g., the information from a reading may be recorded on
tape for non-readers; heterogeneous cooperative learning groups may be used; a teacherled discussion activity can provide background information needed to complete a project).
This collection of lessons should be adjusted by the teacher to meet the needs, interests,
and performance levels of students in the classroom. Some of the lessons may be used
as enrichment and/or remediation for selected students rather than as basic information for
all students. Basic skills such as map reading, interpretation of charts and graphs, and
time and chronology relationships are infused into the lessons. Teachers are encouraged
to select from the many activities. The materials are designed so that the teacher may
either (1) integrate individual lessons into the existing curriculum at appropriate points
across the fall campaign, or (2) use the lessons as a comprehensive stand-alone unit.
Please send your suggestions for revisions to future editions of these lessons to:
Glen Blankenship
Associate Director & Chief Program Officer
Georgia Council on Economic Education
P. O. Box 1610
Atlanta, Georgia 30301-1619
gblankenship@gsu.edu
These materials may be reproduced by teachers and school districts for classroom use
provided that the complete document is printed with all citations when duplication for use
outside the immediate classroom.
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