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Gwen Hutcheson Outstanding Educator

From the
President

Pam Knauer

A New Year: New
Opportunities

Greetings! A new year is
upon us and what a year 2012
will be! This year we as social
studies educators more than
ever have the opportunity to
make social studies instruction
relevant and timely. As we look
at our world we see changes
occurring resulting from
citizens wanting a voice. We
have the opportunity to bring
these events into our classrooms
so students can see history in
the making. Our students can
experience the relevance of why
we learn democratic principles
as so many young people are
willing to protest, and in some
cases, die for their voices to be
heard. Election 2012 is in full
swing. Again, we not only have
the opportunity but the
responsibility to discuss
election events with our
students to show the relevance
of what our students are
learning in their classrooms
every day.
(continued on page 2)

2011: NINA KENDALL
Nina Kendall, the 2011 Gwen Hutcheson Outstanding Educator,
exemplifies a passion and dedication to teaching and her students that
consistently goes above and beyond the call of duty, according to
Becky Ryckeley, who nominated her. Citing the many ways in which
Kendall is a superlative teacher, Ryckeley highlights the ways in which
she fosters democrative values, tolerance, and dynamic learning with
her students. Her extraordinary support for her students encourages
them to participate in many out-of-class experiences. One student,
Meselle Jeff-Eke, wrote
that she is “dedicated to
the academic and
professional success of
her students, her
colleagues, and her
school. She inspires
everyone that
from L to R, Executive Director Eddie Bennett, Nina
Kendall (center) flanked by students, and Sharon Coleman, communicates with
2011 GCSS President

2011 BERRYMAN AWARD: MARY STAKES
The Berryman Award is the highest accolade that GCSS can present,
recognizing dedication and service to the council. The 2011 Berryman
Award winner is Mary Stakes, “the consummate GCSS member,”
according to Eddie Bennett. She served as GCSS secretary and editor
of “News and Notes” for many years. She has worked tirelessly as a
civic educator through Project Citizen and the Carl Vinson Institute of
Government at the University of
Georgia, and received the
Governor’s Humanities Award.
In retirement she continues her
active involvement in GCSS
activities. Stakes writes, “I was
thrilled to be recognized with this
award...It sits grandly in my office
at home and conjures up many
memories when I see it.”

(From the President, from pg. 1)

The 2012-2013 school year
will bring changes to education in
Georgia as the Common Core
GPS is implemented. Social
Studies is specifically mentioned
as a component of the CCGPS
Literacy Standards. We all know
the importance of literacy in
Social Studies. Literacy is indeed
the key to effective social studies
instruction. (Wineburg & Martin,
2004) Stanford’s Sam Wineburg
contends that the “teaching of
history should have reading and
writing at its core.” While
literacy has always been an
important part of social studies
instruction, the CCGPS reiterates
that premise for social studies
teachers. Although the Social
Studies GPS will not change, the
literacy standards will encourage
more rigorous types of social
studies reading and writing which
will help our students read, think,
and write like historians while
preparing them to be college and
career ready.
At this time, the GADOE is
waiting to hear if the proposed
waiver to replace AYP will be
approved. If this waiver is
approved, social studies will be
counted for AYP along with
ELA, math, and science. We are
fortunate our state leaders believe
that social studies education is
important as we prepare our
students to be citizens. This is not
occurring in all states.
With social studies standing
front and center with the other
content areas, social studies
educators may face challenges as

these changes occur. GCSS is
here to assist you with those
challenges. GCSS has a wide
network of resources across the
state. Feel free to contact me at
pamela.knauer@hcbe.net to help
connect you with these
resources.
This year will be an important
year for social studies educators
and our students. Let’s embrace
these opportunities and
challenges as we emphasize to all
those we interact with every day
that “social studies is what we do
for the rest of our lives.”

Studies,” a comprehensive
professional development
program. Built on a train-thetrainer model, the initiative is
based on the work of Dr. Bill
McBride, especially Building
Literacy in Social Studies. The
program works to build research
based literacy strategies.
Debbie Daniell,
Gwinnett’s Social
Studies Director,
accepts the 2011
Program of
Excellence Award

2011 Program of
Excellence Award
also went to the
Museum School of
Avondale Estates,
accepted by
Katherine Kelbaugh
Eddie Bennett, NCSS President
Sue Blanchette, and 2012 GCSS
President Pam Knauer as GCSS
receives its sixth consecutive
Gold Star Council award, at the
NCSS conference in Washington,
D.C.

2011 Program of
Excellence
Awards

In response to the
need of many Gwinnett schools
to strengthen literacy K-12, the
Social Studies Department in
Gwinnett County has developed
“Building Literacy in Social

The Museum School of
Avondale Estates is the first of
its kind in Georgia and one of
only 30 nationwide. Social
Studies is delivered through
partnerships with the Atlanta
History Center, The Michael C.
Carlos Museum, Zoo Atlanta,
and other local agencies and
organizations. The emphasis is
on active, hands-on,
collaborative, reflective, and
inquiry-based experiences for its
young students. Avondale
Estates Mayor Ed Rieker states
that this school produces good
citizens who learn that “social
studies is what we do with the
rest of our lives.”
Congratulations to both
2011 Program of Excellence
Award winners.

The 2012 Georgia Council for the Social
Studies Conference
Invest in Civic Energy - It’s Renewable!
This year’s conference will be held at the Athens
Classic Center, Athens, GA, on October 25-26.
Accepting session proposals through March 30.
Submit your idea online at:
http://www.gcss.net/2012proposal.php

FRIEND OF SOCIAL STUDIES AWARD
For the past two years, Dwala Nobles, Principal
of Dutchtown High School in Henry County, has
graciously hosted the Georgia Social Studies Fair.
The GCSS Board recognizes the vital support that
Ms. Nobles and Dutchtown High have provided
for social studies education in Georgia, and has
named her the 2011 Friend of Social Studies.

PRESIDENT’S AWARD
President Sharon Coleman recognizes an
individual who has made significant contributions
to support the president and the GCSS during the
previous year. This year’s award winner is Glen
Blankenship. Blankenship supports GCSS
efforts in myriad ways, serves at the council’s
historian, and is actively involved in the State
Social Studies fair, the annual conference, and
many other aspects of the council’s work.

News from the Georgia Association of
Economic Educators
Looking for resources, ideas, and materials that
will help you teach economics in grades K-12?
Become a member of the Georgia Association
of Economic Educators and get all of that and
more. Visit www.gaee.weebly.com to join.
Once you become a member you will receive a
password that will allow you to access all of the
great resources included in the website.

Global Exploration for Educators Organization
(GEEO) is a 501c3 non-profit organization that
runs summer professional development travel
programs designed for teachers. GEEO is offering
16 different travel programs for the summer of
2012: India/Nepal, Vietnam, Thailand/Laos/
Cambodia, China, Russia/Mongolia/China,
Egypt, Turkey 8 day, Turkey 15 day, South Africa/
Mozambique/Zimbabwe/Botswana, Morocco,
Argentina/Uruguay/Brazil, Peru, Ecuador,
The Galapagos Islands and Costa Rica. Space is
limited!
Detailed information about each trip, including
itineraries, costs, travel dates, and more can be
found at www.geeo.org. GEEO can be reached 7
days a week, toll free at 1-877-600-0105 between
9AM-9PM EST.

Scenes from the 2011 GCSS Conference

Mark Your Calendar
State Social Studies Fair – The fair will be held on Saturday, March 24, at Clayton State University. More
details may be found at www.gcss.net
GCSS Conference – this year’s theme is Invest in Civic Energy - It’s Renewable and the conference is
October 25-26, at the Classic Center in Athens, GA. Deadline to submit session proposals is March 30. More
details at www.gcss.net
NCSS Conference, November 16-18, 2012 - this year’s theme is Opening Windows to the World in
Seattle, WA. More details at www.ncss.org
Teacher opportunities:
The HistoryMakers 2nd Annual NEH Summer Institute for School Teachers
African American Political History: From Reconstruction to the Present

The HistoryMakers is proud to announce The HistoryMakers’ 2012 NEH Summer Institute for School
Teachers in Chicago, Illinois from Sunday, July 8, 2012 – Friday, August 3, 2012. NOTE that
applications must be postmarked no later than Thursday, March 1.
Please visit The HistoryMakers’ website http://www.thehistorymakers.com/edday/ for more information.
For more information on eligibility, see: www.neh.gov/projects/si-school.html
Georgia Social Studies Journal - The current issue can be found at www.coe.uga.edu/gssj/current-issue/
Think about becoming more active this year:
Participating in this year’s Social Studies Fair
Attending the GCSS conference
Becoming a more active GCSS member and recruiting new members
Sharing your idea for News & Notes.
Need to contact GCSS? Please notify Eddie
Bennett of changes in contact information at
gcss1964@gmail.com or send notice to P.O.
Box 675, Avondale Estates, GA 30002

News & Notes is published three times a year.
Announcements and information should be
sent to JoAnn Wood, Editor, Cobb County
Schools, 514 Glover St., Marietta, GA 30060,
or e-mail: joann.wood@cobbk12.org

